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ASSISTANTS FOR SEPTEMBER

COFFEE HOSTS & HOSTESSES/CUP WASHERS
October 5 Dee Williamson/Jennifer Evens/Joan Walton
October 12 Earl & Carol Johnson

October 19 George & Marlene Milligan

October 26 Jo Parizek/Irene Valenta

WELCOME TEAM

October 5 Leanne Moen
Dianne Martens

October 12 Jack & Kate Ulmer

Cydney Lovell
October 19 Carol Ruedy

Mark & Amber Matson
October 26 Jerry & Mary Lou Smith

Tracy & Annette Sankot
CHCC Guiding Principles:

1. The 'Gospel' is the good news that through Jesus
Christ the power of God's kingdom has entered history
to renew the whole world. (Good News)

- Jesus loves people.

2. The Gospel connects people to God and one an-
other. (Connection)
- Jesus reconciles people.

3. The Gospel empowers us to live and love in faith as
Jesus did. (Christ-likeness)
- Jesus calls us to love.

4. The Gospel calls us to serve others. (God-directed
Service)
- Jesus serves sacrificially.

5. The Gospel makes the neighborhood a better place
for everyone. (Blessing)
- Jesus blesses people.

NAME TAGS

October 5
October 12

October 19

October 26

GREETERS
October 5

October 12
October19

October 26

YEAR TO DATE FINANCIAL DATA (through August)

Marcia Bruggink / Verlyn Moen
Ruth Diers / Joan Koele
Susan Wise / Charlene Jeffrey
Jean Vandivier / Joan Koele
Charlene Jeffrey / Joan Koele
Jake & Lois De Boer /

Tracy & Annette Sankot

Selma Williams

Tim & Kari Box

Jerry & Marry Lou Smith
Stewart & Laura Gehrls
John & Barb Sohn
Chuck & Sally Rohrer
Dick & Jean Strausser

Budget $566,667
Total Contributions $476,208
Actual Expenses $541,150
Net Income (Loss) ($67,942)
Checking and Savings Balance $110,119
SEPTEMBER CONTRIBUTIONS
(through September 14)

$27,196

Total Monthly Contributions
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Sue Kleinmeyer
Dianne Martens
Pat Sorensen
Kate Ulmer

Ella De Penning
Jim Vandivier
Bruce West
Sierra Roth
Alexis Aarhus
Bryce Donner
Mary Jo Elam
Kallie Barnard
Mike Matson
Carol Johnson
Lisa Grommon
Caleb Scott
Carter Vander Broek
Tim Leary

Lisa Tilkes

Nick Weeks

Jeff Nelson
Scott Anderson
Travis Luchtenburg
Selma Williams
Jim Humphreys
Cole Henry
Alissa Sayer
Craig Mrkvicka
Cian Olmstead
Jonathan Thuerauf
Mayah Petersen
Shannon Mullan
Brody Joens

Birthdays

October Birthdays

16 Greg Robinson

17 Megan Matson

19 Nicole De Penning

20 Rachel Boeke
Brandon Spicer

22 Brandon Baker
Bruce Ellis
Jerrid Jungling
Genevieve Servey

23 Jesse Diers
Shannon Ver Woert

24 Linda Baker
Matt Gingerich

25 John Drzycimski
Alexander Penk

26 Larry Pottebaum
Linda Larson
Miles Matson

27 Sam Lorimer

28 Kevin DeVries
Sarah Harris
Olivia Goeman

29 Angie Jungling

31 Renae Boeke

Max Diers
Bridgit Humphreys

‘And | heard a loud voice from the throne saying, ‘Now the dwelling
of God is with men, and he will live with them. They will be his people,
and God himself will be with them and be their God. He will wipe every
tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or crying

or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.

m

~Revelations 21: 3-4

11



The Bulletin Board

ADOPT-AN-ISLAND 2009

Do you enjoy Landscaping and want to help our
church maintain an island or two in the parking
lot? You (or you and your family) could adopt a
specific island and be responsible for the
landscaping and upkeep. It is a very small area but
needs periodic attention. It would involve a little
TLC including a possible plant or two, some mulch
(provided), and some weed pulling. This would
start in the spring of 2009 and end in the fall. This
is an easy way to support our church with your
time. If you are interested, please contact John
Harriman or myself.

C

SOVEREIGN SOUND

Hear ye, hear ye!! Sovereign Sound Bell Choir
needs you. Are you a man, woman, or teenager
who has played a musical instrument in the
past, sung in a choir, but isn't using that talent
right now? We only have a few requirements to
be part of this outstanding group of fun-loving
individuals--high school age & up, have some
basic knowledge of music, and be able to
commit to practices and performances. If you'd
like more information, please contact Darla
Luchtenburg or Marcia Bruggink, or come to our
regular practice held on Monday nights, 7:00
p.m. in the MPR.

ADVENT BY CANDLELIGHT

candlelight aglow.

love surround them.

Advent by Candlelight will be November 16th, 2008 at Cedar Hills
Community Church at either 2:30 or 6:30 P.M. (2 sessions). The
theme this year is “An Uncommon Year: An Uncommon Christ.” This
event is a wonderful way to reach out to all women (high school age
and older) to celebrate the birth of our Savior, Jesus Christ. Invite your
friends to come and join us. Would you like to set a pretty or festive
table and provide a dessert? Choose a theme and plan to be a
hostess and then sign-up on the tear-off sheet of the bulletin. It is an
awesome sight to see the "creative side" of our hostesses with

If you have questions about being a hostess, contact Barb Vos,
Leanne Moen, or Sally Rohrer. Reservations for attendance will be
taken on November 2nd and 9th. You won't want to miss this! Be sure
to mark your calendar with the date. Please continue to pray for the
committee as we plan this event and for all who attend to feel God's

Restoring Broken Things

| am in love...with a dog. Many of you have met Baxter

the loveable lab so this is no big surprise. I'm admittedly
not a “pet person.” Never have been. Never will be, but |
love that dog. Even my mother, who is closer to the pet-
hater end of the scale than the pet-lover end, loves that

dog. (She never calls to check on me but she does call to

check on Baxter.)

You know it is love when you wake up in the middle of the
night to the sound of a puking dog and your first thought is

“poor dog,” not “poor carpet.” And we've been waking up
to that sound more often lately.

We think poor Baxter had a stroke
and that, combined with very bad
arthritis, makes for one pathetic dog.
He moves around the house with
cracking joints and heavy sighs like
a 90-year old man. He can't do the
stairs, he can't eat out of his dish,
and he can'’t keep his pills down.
Even wagging that big tail of his can
cause destabilization and a tumble.
Pathetic.

It's hard to watch a loved one suffer.
Even if itis a dog. (Now stay with
me on this one...) | think about days
when things were different. That tail-wagging fanatic
meeting me at the door after a hard day, long walks with

Mary and Baxter in the cool of the night, spending my day
off with a dog as my assistant and companion. (I told you,

| love that dog.)

Now it feels like something is broken. Even if it is just a
dog dealing with old age. Something needs to be
restored. Something needs to be fixed.

Use this as a metaphor for other broken things, Bigger
things. Broken hearts and broken lives. Broken things we
long to see restored; maybe even become desperate to
see restored.

Broken families— Husbands and wives alienated.
Children and parents at odds. Brothers and sisters who
refuse to talk with each other. Homes ripped apart by
abuse, loneliness, or alienation.

Broken societies—Crime. Hunger. Injustice, Poverty.
Disease. Greed. Abortion. Pornography. Pollution.
Addiction. War. Hatred. Prejudice. Discrimination.

Broken Churches—Failure to reconcile. Gossip.
Bitterness. Factions. Disunity. Lack of compassion.
Failure of heart and vision.

Broken people—Dysfunction. Loneliness. Depression.
Heartache. Injury. Sloth. Sickness. Anger. Cancer.
Lust. Pride. Death. Selfishness. Pain. Hopelessness.
Grief.

| could go on and on describing
the brokenness in this world —
including my poor, pathetic puppy.
The Bible talks about the whole
world groaning as it longs for
restoration. | could not help but
think of that while listening to my
beloved Baxter groan as he tries to
find a pain-free position to rest his
aching body.

Our vision of God’s kingdom is

all about restoring broken things—
setting right all that has gone wrong,
and bringing about this restoration
here and now, realizing that Jesus
really does care to restore what is broken in this world
and in our lives.

Jesus made this promise in Revelation 21:5 — “Behold |
make all things new.”

That is good news in a broken world. This is the good
news that transforms each of our stories — Jesus
redeems, Jesus renews, and Jesus restores.

That should make your tail wag.

~Kent



This Month’s Vision

Soul Quest

What do you desire most? Jesus said, “Seek and you
will find, ask and you will receive, knock and the door will
be opened to you.” Come find what you are looking for...

Oct 5: What's your distraction?
Our souls long to be close to God. To abide in
His presence.

Oct. 12: What'’s your reputation?
Our souls long for goodness. Are we holding onto
anything more than we hold on to God?

Oct. 19: What's your fear?
Our souls long for a safe place of spiritual community.

Oct. 26: What's your pleasure?
Our souls long for joy, meaning, and purpose in every
chapter of our story.

Worship Schedule
Sanctuary: 8:30
Celebrate: 10:45

Consistory News

In September, the Consistory, which is the leadership
board charged with governing our church, spent some
time recognizing God’s presence in our story. We
celebrated that God is at work.

The following issues were discussed in this month'’s
meeting:

o We recognized that one of the fruits of
successful ministry is that the community would
be blessed.

o We affirmed the work of the Asset Management
team in establishing procedures for dealing with
our budget surplus.

o We looked at the completed staff evaluations.

o We previewed the 2009 budget.

Continue to pray for the consistory as we discern God’s
leading our congregation.

Church Multiplication

A newly-formed team convened for the first time this
month. The church multiplication team has generated
much interest around the question of discerning
God’s heart for starting new congregations.

We are launching into a season of prayer and study to
determine if God will confirm this vision or not. If God in
fact births this vision, we will also attempt to discern
when and where this might happen. Please be in much
prayer for this process.

Our next meeting will be October 12 at 6:30. If you
have questions or interest in helping us carry out this
discernment process, please talk to Nathan Schnell
(849-9221) or Pastor Kent (396-6608).

Congregational Celebration

On Sunday, November 2 at 6:30, we will be holding our
annual Congregational Celebration. At this time, we will
vote for Elders and Deacons, and we will approve the
2009 budget. Mark your calendar and plan to attend this
exiting celebration of God’s work through our
congregation. You will want to share in this opportunity
to praise God for all the amazing ministry that unfolded
in the past twelve months with a sneak peak into what
we might expect in the year to come. Please pray for
this important gathering and plan now to attend!

CHCC on a Mission

Vision:

We are a Christ-centered community of people
Growing in love (Luke 15)
Planting seeds of faith (Matthew 13)
Reaping a harvest of hope. (Luke 10)

Mission:
We will love God and we will love people.
(Matthew 22:37-40)

Value:
To glorify God by growing in Christ-likeness by the
power of the Holy Spirit. (Galatians 2:20)

What’s Happening This Month

WORSHIP

New Worship times:

8:30 a.m. Sanctuary
10:45 a.m. Celebrate

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY
Sunday - Sunday School - 9:45 a.m.
Wednesdays - All Stars For Jesus 6:30 - 8:00

YOUTH ACTIVITIES
Wednesdays - Link (Jr. High Youth Group) 6:30 -8:00
Sundays - Sr. High Youth Group 6:00 -8:00

ADULT MINISTRIES
10/2  Mothers Of Pre Schoolers - 9:15 a.m.
&10/16
10/4  Senior Breakfast - 8:30 a.m.
The Golden Egg 3025 Mt. Vernon Rd SE
Joan Koele is the contact (396-6510)

MPR PRACTICE SCHEDULE

Mondays - Worship Team - 6:00 p.m.
Sovereign Sound - 7:00 p.m.

Wednesdays - Worship Team - 6:00 p.m.

Choir - 6:30 p.m.

Cantata - 7:30 p.m.

Worship Team - 6:00 p.m.

Thursdays -

“To experience the power of
reconciliation is to look at the
brokenness and know it will
not win. Darkness will not
suffocate light.”

Dan Allender

MINISTRY TEAMS

10/1

50th Anniversary Team - 5:30 p.m.
Core Team Leaders - 6:30 p.m.
Deacons - 7:15 p.m.

10/2  Executive Team - 7:00 p.m.
10/5  Cantata Team - 3:00 p.m.
Sr. High Youth Team - 4:30 p.m.
10/6  Stephen Leaders - 5:00 p.m.
Stephen Ministry Peer Group - 5:15 p.m.
Fellowship Team - 6:00 p.m.
Stephen Ministry Peer Group - 6:15 p.m.
10/7  Ministry Staff - 10:00 a.m.
Restorative Justice Team - 7:00 p.m.
10/9  Elders - 6:30 p.m.
Life Group Team - 6:30 p.m.
Advent/Christmas Planning - 7:30 p.m.
10/12  Consistory - 4:30 p.m.
10/13  Stephen Ministry Training - 6:30 p.m.
10/14 PR Team - 5:45 p.m.
Celebrate Programming Team - 7:30 p.m.
10/15 Open Hands Food Pantry - 6:00 p.m.
Leadership Team
10/16  Worship Core Team - 6:30 p.m.
10/21  Staff 11:45 a.m.
10/22  Connectors - 5:15 p.m.
Welcome Team - 6:00 p.m.
10/27 Mothers Of Pre Schoolers - 7:00 p.m.
Steering Team
10/28 Loving Stitches Sewing Ministry - 7:00 p.m.
10/30  Ministry Management Team - 6:30 p.m.
SPECIAL EVENTS
10/3  Willemsen / Gehrls Wedding Rehearsal
10/4  Willemsen / Gehrls Wedding - 4:00 p.m.
10/5  Connection Sunday
10/19  Building Anniversary



Care 101

Mucking basements, washing dirty clothes for someone
you don’t know, preparing meals for strangers, tearing
up floors, carrying boxes filled with wet possessions up
narrow staircases and then putting them on the curb to
be picked up: for three months now this has been the
agenda which many of our members have been
following.

Soon these tasks will be remembrances of how we
responded to the Floods of 2008. Much has been
written about the way Cedar Hills Community Church
rose to new heights of Christ-like behavior. In word, in
print, and in conversations, stories of unselfish deeds
were shared. In one word, OUTSTANDING was the
response of the congregation.

There is a new opportunity approaching and it is my
prayer that we will respond with the same energy and
enthusiasm as we have with the Floods of 2008.

It is CARE 101. What is the situation? There are
literally hundreds of individuals in our congregation and
in the neighborhood surrounding our Church who need
to be reached with the healing love of Christ. These
individuals may be in the hospital. They may be in
nursing homes. They may be in the camp grounds at
Morgan Creek Park. Thy may be on your street. They
may work in the cubicle next to you in your workplace.

Whether it be the Stephen’s Ministry, Church Visitors,
or Neighborhood Walkers; there is a tremendous need
for individuals who CARE and who are willing to accept
the challenge of finding out where they can help.

Will you accept the challenge? Are you willing to do
one thing when you finish reading this article?

And what is that? Let me know if you want more
information. You may e-mail me at Doc@chccrca.com,
call me at 396-6608, or call my cell phone 389-1442.

| know you are there. | know you CARE.

Doc

Belhar Confession

In 2000, the General Synod of the Reformed Church in
America invited its members and congregations to a
decade of study and reflection on the Belhar
Confession, a document of the Christian Church in
South Africa. This confession was written out of the
struggle against apartheid. In 2007, the Belhar was
provisionally adapted for two years. As such, it can be
used in worship, teaching, discernment, and
confession. The next General Synod will consider it for
full approval.

You might ask, “What is a confession?” The Holy
Scriptures are the only rule of faith and practice in the
RCA. However, we do have Doctrinal Standards (the
Belgic Confession of Faith, the Heidelberg Catechism,
and the Canons of the Synod of Dort) which present
the primary beliefs in a systematic fashion. A
confession of faith is a formal statement that speaks
internally to the church, but also externally to the world
so loved by God. It tells the world that Jesus Christ is
Lord and helps the church articulate its mission and
witness.

The Belhar presents three themes:
1)Unity as a gift of God and as
obligation for the church;

2)Reconciliation as the God-entrusted
message to the church, called to be
a peacemaker; and

3)Justice as the revealed nature of God
that calls the church to stand by people
in any form of suffering.

Those themes are contemporary and not fully
addressed in the three confessions (doctrinal
standards) that were first adopted in the 16th and

17th centuries. If adopted, this confession may further
proclaim the RCA vision of being a church that is called
by God to stand where God stands with the poor, a
church that is racially and socially inclusive, a church
healing brokenness and transforming lives by the love
of Jesus Christ.

To find out more about this statement of faith, go to
www.rca.org where the “About Us” and “Resources”
sections both have information. I'd also be glad to
discuss the topic with you.

Harlan Stientjes, Elder

Discipleship Ministries

Connection Sunday

There is a banner hanging above the mailboxes
advertising Connection Sunday. Do you wish you were
connected more here at Cedar Hills? Have you ever
wondered how you could get to know people better? Do
you have a desire to grow in your community with others
and in your spiritual walk? If you answered “yes” to any of
these questions, then Connection Sunday is for you!

The mission of the Life Group Team is to help people Get
Connected into Life Groups so that they have the
opportunity to grow spiritually and in community with
others. As a church we have found that the most effective
way to grow in your relationships with others and to be
challenged in your spiritual life is in Life Groups and we
want to help you get into one.

October 5th will be the first ever Connection Sunday. The
focus of this morning will be getting people who aren’tin a
group plugged in. After the church services, in the
Gathering Space, there will be Life Groups represented
and open to having new people join them. These groups
would love to have you come and be a part of their group.
If you have ever wanted to try being in a Life Group, we
encourage you to come and check out the groups in the
Gathering Space.

If you have any questions you can mark it on the tear-off,
and a member of the Life Group Team will contact you.

Adult Discipleship

Did you have the opportunity to join in a class the past two
Sundays? On Sunday, September 7th, six adult groups
began and have anywhere from 15 to 30 people in them.
The Adult Discipleship Team hopes that every adult has
the opportunity to come and check out a group. We think
you will be blessed by what is offered. Anyone is

welcome to join the groups at any point during the year.
Maybe this Sunday you'd like to check one out?

Young Couples — Room 113

I'm Not Old Yet — Room 138: Parents with High School
students, college students, or new empty nesters

Reruns R US — Room 112: Parents of all ages enjoying
old shows and finding how God is represented in them

Financial Peace University — Room 111: Gain a Bible-

based plan for your finances

Blessings,
Pastor Todd

Worship Ministries

Ministry Team Highlight: Atmosphere

The Atmosphere Team is responsible for a lot of what you
see in the MPR on any given Sunday. During the last
series, they created the hanging magnifying glasses and
fingerprints, and in the current sermon series, they
created the massive number of t-shirts appearing
throughout the church, as well as the presentation of the
mannequins up front.

Christmas, Easter, Advent, and 7

Lent, this team works behind

the scenes to present much of

the visual aspects which inspire

us, stretch us, and cause us to

think beyond what we hear and

praise the Almighty with even

our eyes!

One of the highlights of being a

part of such a team is the

thought process that goes

behind each new atmosphere creation. The team has a
chance to dig in deeper to every sermon and to ponder
the meaning of its significance before the Sunday it is
presented. It is a ministry beyond just serving, but one
that allows the creators to ponder, reflect, and imagine
the possibilities as they shape their projects.

Current leaders of the Atmosphere Team are Kathy
Newell and Jonna Tellinghuisen. If you are interested in
becoming a part of this team, search these two out. ltis a
team for the creative type, but also for those who can
construct things from other’s ideas.

Announcements

Lessons: We will continue to see the work of students as
they begin to lead us in worship. Much encouragement is
needed as they embark in new waters. It is scary, nerve-
racking, and intimidating as they first begin. Cover them
in love, patience, and mercy as they learn the ropes of
worship and music leadership.

Christmas Musical: We’re writing our own this year! A
collaboration between the music and drama leaders, the
musical will feature stories of Christ at work within our
community. Music rehearsals will begin October 1st at
7:15 pm in the MPR. All are invited. The musical is
scheduled for Saturday, Dec. 13 at 7pm.

~Leah



Children’s Ministries

Sunday School Kickoff—September 7

The Gathering Space was absolutely full with
students who were ages 3 years up to those who
don’t say how old they are any more. What a sight,
with all the balloons and students and members
visiting with each other before the new Sunday
School hour began! It was a wonderful chaos.
Everyone seemed to be glad to be there. | was
personally refreshed to have things back to some
type of “normal” after this amazing summer full of
challenges and blessings.

94 students let balloons, containing a message from
our church, fly into the sky. Wonder how far away
they will float this year? (Last year one made it to
Sterling, IL.) Teachers and students came together in
their classrooms to begin another year of “small
group” discussion about our Lord. If you missed the
kickoff, don’t hesitate to join us every week as we
explore the wonders of his Love together.

Noah’s Ark News

We are excited that school has finally started! We
currently have 104 students enrolled in our program.
We had an exceptional turn out for orientation, and
we thank all those parents who came.

It's been fun getting to know the little ones and
learning their names. There are less and less tears
as the children are getting used to us and finding out
that we have lots of fun at preschool.

All the children learned about a man named Noah
and his great big boat and that he listened to GOD.
We talked about friends and families and how not all
families look the same and that's just fine. Soon
everyone will be looking for signs of fall.

Just a reminder to parents to label your child's
jacket/coat and their backpack. We are off to a great
start on our 39th year at Noah's Ark Preschool.
Thanks for trusting us to care for and teach your
precious little ones!

In Christ,
Leslie Clauson, Director

"You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden.
Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they
put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. In the

same way, let your light shine before men, that they may see your
good deeds and praise your Father in heaven.”

~Matthew 5: 14-16

Ministry Highlight: Ministry in Motion

Can you see ministry? | was having a conversation
the other day and this question came up. My answer
is yes, | see ministry almost every time | walk in this
building, particularly on Sunday mornings. Our
ministry teams are very visible.

As you walk through the
parking lot do you see cut
grass, plants, and blooming
flowers? That is all thanks to
the Grounds Team.

When you walk in the door do
you see someone greeting

you and shaking your hand?
Say hello to our Greeting Team.

Do you see adults in the nursery taking care of
babies as their parents attend Worship? Our Nursery
Team is awesome!

As you move into the gathering space do you see
someone standing behind the Visitor Center speaking
with our guests? Our Information Specialist Team
welcomes our visitors.

Do you notice that almost everyone around has on a
nametag? Thanks Nametag Team!

Do you see hot coffee and cold juice in the window of
the kitchen? The Kitchen Team invites you to join
them.

Every Sunday morning | catch a glimpse of these

six ministry teams with only taking a few steps into our
building. Wait until you see how ministry happens the
further in you walk...stay tuned for next month’s
glimpse into the ministries in the Multi-Purpose Room!

Keep looking for ministry, it's in constant motion
around here!
~Marie

Ministry Management Team

The purpose of the ministry management team is to
create an environment for healthy ministry. This team
is made up of representatives of the elders, deacons,
staff, and each core team. Our team-based ministry
structure allows Ministry Management to act as a
hub through which all parts of the structure run to
facilitate good communication, avoid any duplication,
and remove any roadblocks that may occur.

Every month each core team leader gives us a report
from their core teams, and we are usually blown
away by all the neat stuff that each team is doing.

As someone so aptly said, “The King is on the
move.” As we heard about many opportunities for
service in our community, we reflected on how God
has used this recent disaster to move us forward in
our mission efforts.

A large portion of the meeting was spent dealing with
team budgets for 2009. A few adjustments were
made and the ministry team portion of the budget
was sent back to the Asset Management Team. The
Worship Core Team provided information about the
new format for announcements on Sunday mornings.
The change to having all announcements done
before the prelude was made so that worship
remains worship.

Hands on Disaster Response plans to be in our
church until Oct. 25th, and we feel so blessed to be
able to house them in their important ministry.
Thanks to all who have provided food, done washing,
or many other things to assist them in their service.

We are also delighted to have Aid to Women in our
building, probably until Dec. 1st, at which time they
hope to get back in their own building. ARC will be
holding an afternoon adult day care in our building
daily from 2:30-5:00PM.

Open Hands Food Pantry continues to help many
families, serving well over 700 families in June, July,
and August. Thanks, everyone, for being so flexible
in our building use. Our “Love God, love people”
testament is strong and we hope to continue helping
the many who were affected by the flood. Great work
everyone!
Blessings,
Pastor Todd



