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Reflections with Kent . . . 

 

Sometimes we preachers are tempted to think we can straighten 
out the story of Jesus. You know, iron out the wrinkles and clear 
things up. Maybe even improve the whole story from the original. 
 

I could tell you what Jesus really meant or what he might have 
said if He had the benefit of a better education. Or maybe change 
the story to make it a bit more glamorous or exciting, spice it up 
with some special effects, some famous personalities or some 
powerful dignitaries.  
 

The Christmas story is one that could use some embellishment. I 
mean we have to dig into it every year and it would be nice to have 
a bit more material. Or maybe we can learn to just take it as is and 
let it speak for itself. Luke 2 un-plugged: 
 

In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a 
census should be taken of the entire Roman world. 2

(This was the first census that took place while Quirinius 
was governor of Syria.) 3And everyone went to his own 
town to register. 4So Joseph also went up from the town 
of  Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town 
of David, because he belonged to the house and line of 
David. 5He went there to register with Mary, who was 
pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child. 
6While they were there, the time came for the baby to be 
born, 7and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She 
wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger,  
because there was no room for them in the inn.  
 

8And there were shepherds living out in the fields 
nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. 9An 
angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the 
Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10But 

the angel said to 
them, "Do not be 
afraid. I bring you 
good news of great 
joy that  
will be for all the 
people. 11Today in 
the town of David a 
Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord. 
12This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped 
in cloths and lying in a manger."  
 

13Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host  
appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, 

14"Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to 
men on whom his favor rests."  

 

15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, 
the shepherds said to one another, "Let's go to  

Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which 
the Lord has told us about."  

 

16So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and 
the baby, who was lying in the manger. 17When they had 
seen him, they spread the word concerning what had 
been told them about this child, 18and all who heard it 
were amazed at what the shepherds said to them. 19But 
Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them 
in her heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying and 
praising God for all the things they had heard and seen, 
which were just as they had been told. 

 

On second thought, it would be hard to improve that. Maybe we 
should just accept the story again this year… as a gift. 

~Pastor Kent 



2 

 

The Perfect Gift 
Advent is the season that prepares us for Christmas. We 
use these weeks of reflection and preparation to help us 
truly celebrate with Joy the glad announcement that a 
savior has been born. This year we will explore the gifts 
that come to us through the birth of Jesus. 
 

Nov. 29 – The Gift of Restoration 
 

Dec. 6 – The Gift of Justice 
 

Dec. 13 – The Gift of Strength 
 

Dec. 20 – The Gift of Security 
 

Christmas Eve – The Gift of Light 
Services at 5:00, 7:00 and 11:00. 
 

Dec. 27 – The Gift of Praise 
 

Worship Times: 8:30 and 11:00 
 
Growing Deeper 
We believe God is calling us to Go Deep. At our  
November Consistory meeting we approved the following 
focus to help guide us in our next season of ministry: 
GROWING DISCIPLES DEEPLY ROOTED IN JESUS. 
 

In the months ahead we will explore what this involves as 
we seek to grow disciples who are deeply rooted in  
Jesus. 
 
One of the resources that have already informed our  
understanding of this focus is the Reveal study which 
looked at hundreds of congregations involving thousands 
of Christ followers to see what these growing Christians 
actually identified as the most helpful in bringing growth. 
Reveal uncovered some very significant findings. 
 

This study discovered that most Christ-followers fell into 
one of three movements of growth:   

 

Movement 1 is those young in faith.  
Movement 2 is those growing in faith. 
Movement 3 is those maturing in faith. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Though many factors influence Growth the Reveal study 
concluded that each movement has a primary growth factor 
that is by far the most significant influence in deepening 
faith. 
 
In Movement 1 it is corporate worship focused on clear, 
Biblical teaching about God.  
In Movement 2 it is scriptural reflection as part of regu-
lar, personal spiritual discipline. 
In Movement 3 it is properly motivated service flowing 
from renewal and transformation.  
 
The starting point for our journey into growing deep is to 
affirm the conclusion of this study: Worship, scriptural 
reflection and service are absolutely essential for 
growing disciples deeply rooted in Jesus. 
 
Please take this invitation to ponder where you are at in 
these three movements. Are you exploring faith or young in 
your faith? Are you growing steadily in your faith? Are you 
maturing into a Christ-centered faith? Are you involved in 
corporate worship every week? Are you engaging in scrip-
tural study and reflection every day? Are you serving others 
regularly? 
 
Please pray about how God can move you deeper in any of 
these areas so that you will become a disciple deeply 
rooted in Jesus. 
 
Congregational Meeting 
Our annual congregational meeting was held on Nov. 1. At 
that meeting we explored ways we would like to grow 
deeper as individuals and as a congregation. The top three 
items from the survey were reaching out to others,  
scriptural reflection/ Bible study and personal devotions/
prayer life. More than 75 people took the challenge to pray 
for the deepening of our congregation. 
 
We reviewed our finances and then voted to approve the 
2010 budget in the amount of $840,168. Beth Brockette 
and John Drzycimski were elected as elders and Alan  
Lovell and Jonna Tellinghuisen were elected as deacons. 
We are a blessed congregation. 

 

This Month’s Vision 
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Consistory News and Notes continued 
 
Consistory met in November and heard reports from several 
study teams. Three sub-teams have studied how we can  
improve our communication. We will be working to see growth 
in three areas: 
 
1. Improved consistency and accuracy. 
2. Sharing stories of Fruit. 
3. Calling for personal accountability. 
 
We also heard the report of the study team which looked at  
our nominations process. They have recommended several 
changes to our process to further improve our identifying and 
electing the right persons to serve our congregation as elders 
and deacons.  
 
Why we do what we do at CHCC! 
 

1. We will be a community of believers devoted to the 
Great Commandment found in Matthew 22:37-40. 
We will love God and love each other. 

 
2. We will be a community of believers devoted to the 

Great Commission found in Matthew 28:18-20.  
       We will go into all the World to reach lost people and 

make disciples. 
 
3. We will be a community of believers devoted to living 

in a Great Community as described in Acts 2:42-47. 
We will be authentic people, genuinely and radically 
connected to each other. 

 
4. We will be a community of believers devoted to the 

Great Calling described in 1 Corinthians 12.  
      We believe that every believer is gifted for ministry   
      and that every believer should be engaged in  
      ministry. 
 
5. We will be a community of believers devoted to the 

Great Commitment described in 1 Corinthians 
10:31. We believe in obedience, stewardship, and 
excellence. 

 
6.   We will be a community of believers devoted to the 

Great Celebration described in 1 Peter 4:11. We do 
everything for the glory of God!  

 
 

Open Hands Food Pantry 
 
 

Open Hands Food Pantry News 
  
Food pantries across the nation are dealing with supply and 
demand problems. There is less food available to give out, 
while an increase in people coming to use their services is 
going up. This is the case at CHCC as well. We are having 
troubles right now. We have recently decreased the amount 
we are putting in sacks and we may soon have to decrease it 
much farther or even turn people away empty-handed. There 
are some funds available to buy food at grocery stores, but 
this also requires individuals with available time to go  
shopping for the pantry. Right now this is difficult due to the 
large amount we are purchasing.  
  
How can you help? Bring in your non-perishable donations.  
We can always use peanut butter, soup, and macaroni & 
cheese. We even need canned fruits and vegetables at this 
time. Maybe your place of employment would be willing to 
have a food drive for the Open Hands Food Pantry. Would 
you be willing to ask them about doing this?  Please speak 
with Nathan Schnell (849-9221) if you need more direction 
about how to get this set up where you work. Christmas is 
one of the best times of all to do a food drive.   
  
The Open Hands Food Pantry is also looking for daytime shift 
volunteers to work from 10am-1pm on Wednesdays or  
Fridays. We could also use a few extra people who could be 
added to our list of people that can help pick-up orders at 
HACAP during the day. We have several volunteers that put 
in many hours for us who either will be or have already gone 
south for the winter.   
 

 

Advent Prayer  
 

Lord Jesus Christ, 
your world awaits you. 
In the longing of the persecuted for justice; 
in the longing of the poor for prosperity; 
in the longing of the privileged for riches greater than wealth 
in the longing of our hearts for a better life; 
and in the song of Your Church, expectation is ever present. 
O come, Lord, desire behind our greatest needs. 
O come, Lord, liberator of humanity. 
O come, Lord, O Come, Immanuel. 
Amen. 
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Ministry Highlight: 
Marie Schulte 

 
In August of 2005 when Pastor Kent first suggested to 
me that I submit a monthly article to the Cedar Chips I 
was admittedly nervous. I do not consider myself a writer 
and I wondered how I would ever come up with enough 
words to fill the space. And would anyone enjoy or  
appreciate what I submitted.  
 
Now here I am a little over four years later wondering 
how I will ever fit all my words, thoughts, and emotions 
into this, my final Cedar Chips article. As you may have 
heard I am resigning from my position at CHCC. I am 
planning on my final day being December 31.  
 
I would like to start by giving thanks to God for using me 
as a tool. I have always felt called by God to this role. I 
know that He has gifted and sustained me though the 
years. How humbling to think that God would use me to 
help build His church. And now, it seems that He is  
calling me to a new adventure. I do not know what that is 
yet but He does and I will continue to pray and listen for 
his guidance.  
 
It is been a pleasure serving with the many leaders and 
teams here at CHCC. I love my role and hope that many 
of you see fruit from my time here. Together, we have 
built a foundation for an Ephesians 4 Church. I pray and 
encourage all of you to continue to follow the path that 
we have started.  
 

“I have fought the good fight, I have  
finished the race, I have kept the faith.” 

 

~2 Timothy 4:6 
 

Sincerely,  
Marie Schulte 
 
 
 

"But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among 
the clans of Judah, out of you will come for me one who will be 
ruler over Israel, whose origins are from of old, from ancient 
times.  " Therefore Israel will be abandoned until the time when 
she who is in labor gives birth and the rest of his brothers return 
to join the Israelites. He will stand and shepherd his flock in the 
strength of the LORD, in the majesty of the name of the LORD 
his God. And they will live securely, for then his greatness  
will reach to the ends of the earth. And he will be their peace.  
 
Micah 5:2-5 (New International Version) 

Ministry Management Team  
 
 

Has it really been 3 years? 
 
This will be my final article as a member of the Ministry 
Management team. I am the Deacon representative on 
the team and have been there for the entire length of my  
3-year term.  
 
Due to a schedule conflict, I will be unable to attend the 
final meeting of 2009 and, surprised to find that out, I was 
more than a little sad about the inevitable end of term. 
 
While there were times I felt challenged in these  
meetings, there were more often times when I felt proud 
to be a part of a church where leaders came together to 
tell of all the places they had witnessed God at work at 
CHCC. The core team leaders are very dedicated to their 
teams and share monthly what is happening and  
generally we have all walked away feeling very good 
about the work being done.  
 
Our meetings are not without their strife. Every year, the 
challenge of the budget was ever-present and this year 
was probably the most difficult of all. I want to take this 
moment to commend the team members for their hard 
work in keeping your budgets in line and taking extra 
steps, when asked, to control spending.  
 
I also want to commend Marie in her leadership of this 
group. It has been a pleasure to be a witness to the work 
she and the core team leaders have accomplished.  
 
The Ministry Management team has evolved into an  
effective tool in evaluating the ministries as a whole at 
CHCC. Keep up the good work in 2010! 
 

Submitted by 
Darla Luchtenburg 
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Noah’s Ark Preschool 
 

News from Noah's Ark Preschool… 
 
What a fun month we've had!  We talked 
about all the things that we are thankful 
for in our lives. We also made some very 
cute turkey crafts.   
 
Thank you so much to the families that donated to our Open 
Hands Food Pantry.  Just a reminder that your donations are 
welcome anytime of the year and we also accept personal 
hygiene items. 
 
Picture Day went very smooth this year.  We are so excited 
to get all the pictures back.  
 
The older classes visited Methwick again. Both generations 
had a great time!   We will not visit in December but will start 
back in again in January.  We also had a great time visiting 
Sykora Bakery and the cookies they gave us! 
 
A big thank to the Linn County Conservation crew for coming 
to visit us at school.  They brought out some fun critters to 
touch and lots of different animal furs.   
 
With Christmas approaching quickly, some families like to 
give a personal gift for their teachers.  Once again, the 
teachers and I would like to suggest something to benefit 
pre-school instead.  We are so blessed with this church and 
we would like to make other improvements.  We are posting 
a wish list in our vestibule.  We are a non-profit organization 
so any donation is tax deducible.  Please know that this is 
optional for every family.  
 

This is a very busy time of the year for 
everyone so be sure to look at your child's 
calendar closely for special events and 
days that we are off due to the holidays.  
We are so thankful to all our preschool 
families and we count each child as a 
blessing!  GOD is great and we wish eve-
ryone a safe and blessed Christmas sea-
son!  

 
 

For the staff and in Christ, 
Leslie Clauson, Director 

 
 

    Children’s Ministries 
 

Children’s Worship 
 
During both church services we offer a Children’s Worship 
time for children ages 3-6. Dismissal time is announced in 
both services. This is a great opportunity for parents to 
refresh and enjoy the church service. It is also a good time 
for the kids. They learn a Bible story in a fun and easy to 
follow program that includes music, drama, puppets, DVD, 
crafts, and the all important “cookie snack.”   
 
At this time we are using a program called “Buzz, The 
Kingdom Safari.” Lessons teach the children about God’s 
love and focus on stories about Creation, Noah, Jonah, 
and David.  
 
Starting in January we will switch to VeggieTales. Each 
quarter has a new curriculum that keeps the children  
interested and bonding with the many volunteers that run 
this team.   
 
The current team members are: Sarah & Josh Baker, 
Carol & John Gaffney, Melissa & Anthony Henderson, 
Bruce Crowther, Amy & Jenna & Katelyn Owen, Angie  
& Jerrid Jungling, Paul & Stephanie Donnan, and Lois  
Deerberg. Most volunteers offer their time four times a 
quarter. If you are interested in joining this group, please 
contact Kris Crowther.   
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Discipleship Ministries 

 

Growing Deep 
A few weeks ago I was in my backyard on one of those 
wonderful warm days we had in October. I was out on 
my deck cleaning out my planters getting them ready to 
put away for the winter. I was pulling up all sorts of dead 
or dying plants and was amazed at the amount of roots 
some of the plants had developed over summer.  Each 
plant, even the smallest had this extensive root system 
by which it drew and sustained its life. Growth for the 
plant relied upon a constant, purposeful growth of roots. 
 
Leaders in the church have been working on a vision 
statement that will help lead us for the coming years. It 
is a statement that has been bathed in prayer and  
feedback from many people. We believe that God is 
calling us to a unique vision for His church here at  
Cedar Hills. He is calling us to be Growing Disciples 
Deeply Rooted in Jesus. This vision is not only a vision 
for us as a church, but also a vision for each of us  
personally in our faith walk. The way my mind works is 
that I tend to be pretty practically minded. Because of 
this my first question is what does it look like to be 
deeply rooted in Jesus and how do we go about doing 
this? 
 
Scripture often talks about our need to grow. We are to 
be branches connected to the vine that is Jesus (Luke 
15: 1-4), we are to produce good fruit from our growth 
(Luke 15) and we are to become mature through the 
knowledge of the Son of God (Eph. 4:13). It is clear that 
God wants us to be maturing and growing and it seems, 
from the few scriptures above, that the fruit of our  
actions and the unity that we help obtain (Eph. 4:13) are 
markers of people growing deeper. One of the things 
that I was reminded of when I was reading over these 
scriptures was that growth is not always easy. In Luke, 
Jesus talks about pruning that needs to take place for 
us to grow. It made me think, what are the things in my 
life that need to be cut away to help me grow. 
 
I began reading a book titled “Becoming a Healthy  
Disciple” to see if that could help us in our  
understanding of what it looks like to be a growing  
disciple.  I’ve just begun reading it, but I think it will help 
us as we continue to talk about what it looks like to be a 
disciple deeply rooted in Jesus. 
 
Blessings, 
Pastor Todd 
Pastor of Discipleship 

 Worship Ministries 
 

CHRISTMAS MUSICAL—SATURDAY DEC. 12 
Invite your friends and family to join the worship arts 
ministries in presenting “Will You Receive the Gift,”  
a night of music, drama, and a hint of comedy about 
the season of giving and receiving. Saturday, Dec. 12 
at 7pm. 
 

THE SEASON OF ADVENT 
Advent: n. The coming or arrival, especially of  
something extremely important; an important arrival of 
an event or change. I am moved by the definition of 
Advent. The arrival of Jesus on earth is an event that 
changes the entire history of all of creation. Not only is 
it an arrival of an event, or change, but of a person.  
This is the what the great anticipation of Advent is 
about. When we gather for worship the month of  
December, we prepare our hearts and minds for the 
arrival of God, come to dwell among us, to stay, and 
be with us in every aspect of our humanity. 

 
CHRISTMAS EVE 
Christmas Eve services will be held at 5pm, 7pm, and 
11pm on December 24. Join us at the 5pm and 7pm 
for a traditional telling of the Christmas story and  
singing the carols. Come at 11pm for a midnight  
service as we come to see the history of darkness  
and light, and partake in communion together. 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS 
Dec.12—Christmas Musical: 7pm 
Dec.24—Christmas Eve Services: 5pm & 7pm 
   Christmas Eve Communion Service: 11pm 

 
Leah  

Director of Worship 
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Caring for People 

 
“Everyone cares…and everyone is cared for.” 
  

DOES THAT EXPRESSION RING A BELL WITH YOU? 
No, I don’t mean like the bells that are already appearing 
in the hands of volunteers ringing for the annual Salvation 
Army Christmas Drive. 
 
On the other hand, I hope you recognize it as one of the 
values held by the Cedar Hills Community Church. We 
are a caring church. This value flows from our belief that 
each and every person has a special gift. Many members 
acting on that gift, which is based on God’s great love 
witnessed to in worship; nurtured in Bible study; and 
made visible in acts of service, are daily finding ways to 
care for others. 
 
Over the years our congregation has grown in the ways 
members and friends are cared for. The Life Groups care 
for one another. The Care Team visits members in the 
hospitals and nursing homes. The pastors visit the sick 
and the elderly. In addition, there are individuals who 
have taken the opportunity to become Stephen Ministers. 
These persons, with the gift of caring, have applied for 
and been trained in a 50-hour course of study. Perhaps 
you know one or more of these individuals: Dave and 
Joanne Lodge, Bridgit Humphreys, Tony and Lori  
Tonsfeldt, Sally Rohrer, Ken Viggers, Marie Schulte, Jean 
Vandivier, Marlys Cameron, Jackie Simmons, or Tracy 
Spicer. 
 
Stephen Ministers, coupled with the other groups who 
offer care, are unique in that they have regular  
supervisory meetings with their peers. 
 
Over the past two years nearly 20 individuals have  
received care from these persons who have used their 
gifts of hospitality, faith, and caring in their one-on-one 
relationship. Because of the high level of confidentiality, 
which is a key principle in the Stephen Ministry, we  
cannot disclose the circumstances of the relationship but 
I will say a wide range of situations were and are  
addressed. 
 
Due to some recent changes in the current class make 
up, there are openings for more individuals who are  
considering the Stephen Ministry as the expression of 
their gifts. The month of December is a good time to find 
out more information. 
  
 

If you have the gift of caring and are looking for a 
Christmas gift for yourself, I urge you to consider  
looking into becoming a Stephen Minister and, if you 
want to give a gift of love to someone else, what a  
ministry you will have as a Stephen Minister.  
  
If you are interested in this ministry, please contact  
Pastor Doc or Tony Tonsfeldt. 

 
~Doc 

 

 
Compassion Update 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

$2.00 Dinner Challenge 
 

Around three billion people live on less than $2.00/day. 
Can you feed your entire family for $2.00? 
  
Ideas: spaghetti with tomatoes; rice with a few  
vegetables; ramen noodles; bread and butter; Spam®; 
one microwave dinner to share; or tortillas and beans. 
See how far $2.00 goes and as you eat together, dis-
cuss: 
 

• Was it easy or hard to have dinner for $2.00? 

• Were you worried about feeling full? 

• How did it feel to pay for the food with $2.00? 

• Did the food meet your nutritional needs? 

• How did the Challenge change your perspective 
about poverty? 

 

Take a family photo to post on your refrigerator as a daily 
reminder to pray for those living in poverty world-wide. 
Ask God to give you a compassionate heart for those in 
need. 
 
Share your stories by placing them in our church  
mailbox. Together we can help release children from 
poverty in Jesus’ name. 
 
Craig and Debbie Mrkvicka 
cr4compassion@mchsi.com 
Child Advocates for Compassion 
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Greeters 
December 6 Mal & Lila Gould 
  Brian & Sherri Becker 
December 13 Jerry & Sharon De Penning 
  Brian & Sherri Becker 
December 20 Wes & Jackie Simmons 
  Monte & Rebecca Crawford 
December 27 Ken & Lisa Ellenson 
  Bill & Shannon Mullan 
 

Welcome Team 
December 6 Leanne Moen  
  Dianne Martens 
December 12 Dianne Martens 
December 13 Jack & Kate Ulmer 
  Alan & Cydney Lovell 
December 20 Carol Ruedy  
  Dave & Susan Wise 
December 24 Dianne Martens 
  Charles & Sally Rohrer 
December 27 Gary & Jan Matson 
  Tracy & Annette Sankot 
 

Coffee Hosts 
December 6 Terry & Shelli Springer 
December 13 Tracy & Annette Sankot 
December 20 Kyle & Dana Chapman 
December 27 Ray & Shirley Vander Wiel 

 

 
 
The Birth of Jesus Christ  
This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about: His mother 
Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they 
came together, she was found to be with child through the Holy 
Spirit. Because Joseph her husband was a righteous man and 
did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to 
divorce her quietly. But after he had considered this, an angel 
of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, "Joseph son 
of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, be-
cause what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit.She will 
give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, 
because he will save his people from their sins." All this took 
place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: "The 
virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and they will 
call him Immanuel"—which means, "God with us." When Jo-
seph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had com-
manded him and took Mary home as his wife. But he had no 
union with her until she gave birth to a son. And he gave him 
the name Jesus. 
 

Nursery 
 

No information at this time.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

YEAR-TO-DATE FINANCIAL DATA  
(through October) 
 

Budget                                     $770,883 
Total Contributions                             $592,145 
Actual Expenses         $667,358 
Net Income (Loss)                              ($75,213) 
Checking and Savings Balance      $69,069 
Maintenance Reserve Fund    $32,726 
Budget Reserve Fund    $20,401 
 

November  Contributions  
(through November 18)      $52,115 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Cedar Chips is available online and can be found 
there by following the Members link on the church 
website, http://www.chccrca.org  

ASSISTANTS FOR DECEMBER 
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WORSHIP 
12/6  Communion Sunday  
8:30 A.M. Sanctuary 
11:00 A.M. Celebrate 
12/24  Christmas Eve Services 
  5:00, 7:00 & 11:00 P.M. 
 
 
CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 
Sundays - Sunday School - 9:45 A.M.  
Wednesdays All Stars For Jesus - 6:30 P.M.  
  (No ASFJ 12/16, 12/23, 12/30) 
 
YOUTH ACTIVITIES 
Sundays - Summit - 6:00 P.M.  
  High School Youth Group 
  (No SUMMIT 12/27) 
Wednesdays -  LINK - 6:30 P.M.  
  Middle School Youth Group 
  (No LINK 12/23/ or 12/30) 
 
ADULT MINISTRIES 
Sundays -  Sunday School - 9:45 A.M. 
  Financial Peace University - 4:00 P.M. 
Tuesdays -  Spare Timers Team - 9:00 A.M. 
        Coffee, Donuts, Fellowship and ‘Behind   
                           the Scenes Work’ 
Wednesdays -  Women’s Bible Study - 9:00 A.M. 
Thursdays -  Mothers Of Pre Schoolers - 9:15 A.M.
  (12/3 & 12/17) 
 
MPR PRACTICE SCHEDULE 
Sundays -  Stage Right Worship Team - 5:00 P.M. 
Mondays -  Anchor Worship Team - 6:00 P.M. 
  Sovereign Sound (Bell Choir) - 7:00 P.M. 
Wednesdays -  Grey Worship Team—5:00 P.M. 
  Sanctuary Worship Team - 6:00 P.M. 
  Christmas Musical - 6:30  P.M. 
 
**DUE TO THE BUSY-NESS OF THE CHRISTMAS SEASON, 
PLEASE CHECK WITH LEAH ABOUT THE AVAILABILITY OF THE 
MPR.** 
 
SPECIAL EVENTS 
12/12 Christmas Musical - 7:00 P.M. 
12/13 Children’s Christmas Fun Night - 4:30 P.M. 
 
 
 
 

MINISTRY TEAMS 
12/7 Sunday School Team - 6:00 P.M.  
 SUMMIT Leadership Team - 7:15 P.M. 
12/7 Stephen Ministry Peer Group - 5:15 P.M. 
12/9 All Stars for Jesus/LINK Family Meal - 5:15 P.M. 
 Deacons - 7:00 P.M. 
12/13 Consistory - 4:00 P.M. 
12/14 LINK Leadership Team - 6:00 P.M. 
12/15 Large Staff Meeting - 11:45 A.M. 
 Adult Discipleship - 4:30 P.M. 
12/16 Connectors - 5:15 P.M. 
 Open Hands Food Pantry - 6:00 P.M. 
 Welcome Team - 6:00 P.M. 
12/17 Noah’s Ark - 5:15 P.M. 
12/21 Life Group - 6:30 P.M. 
12/28 Sunday School Team - 6:00 P.M.  
   
 
  The people walking in darkness  
       have seen a great light;  
       on those living in the land of the shadow of death [a]  
       a light has dawned.  
 You have enlarged the nation  
       and increased their joy;  
       they rejoice before you  
       as people rejoice at the harvest,  
       as men rejoice  
       when dividing the plunder.  
 For as in the day of Midian's defeat,  
       you have shattered  
       the yoke that burdens them,  
       the bar across their shoulders,  
       the rod of their oppressor.  
  Every warrior's boot used in battle  
       and every garment rolled in blood  
       will be destined for burning,  
       will be fuel for the fire.  
  For to us a child is born,  
       to us a son is given,  
       and the government will be on his shoulders.  
       And he will be called  
       Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,  
       Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  
 Of the increase of his government and peace  
       there will be no end.  
       He will reign on David's throne  
       and over his kingdom,  
       establishing and upholding it  
       with justice and righteousness  
       from that time on and forever.  
       The zeal of the LORD Almighty  
       will accomplish this.                                Isaiah 9:2-7  

WHAT’S HAPPENING IN DECEMBER? 
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Sovereign Sound Bell Choir 

 

WE NEED YOU…..Sovereign Sound Bell Choir has openings for ringers and is also extending an  
invitation to anyone who may feel led to lead the group as a director.  As the current director, I am  
willing to hand off at any point in time, but will definitely retire at the end of the year in May.   
 
The bell choir was created about 10 years ago and has 3 original members. We practice on Monday 
nights at 7 p.m. in the MPR. We perform once each month from October through May. We have a very 
dedicated group of people who give up an hour or so a week to have a lot of fun and make a little  
music. Currently, we have 7 regular members; a full group is 12 or 13 members. Seven is a very low 
number of participants and makes it especially difficult for us to find music that will still provide us with a 
sense of challenge and accomplishment. Last holiday season, we were invited to perform at a Christ-
mas Open House at another church. We were a little hesitant to play for a 30-minute stretch, but we did 
it and were invited back again this year. However, due to even lower numbers than last year, we were 
unable to accept the invitation.   
 
What do you need to have to be a bell choir member? 
 
1. Dedication—unlike most musical groups, we need to have commitments to practice and  
      performance times as each part is critical to the performance of a piece.  It is difficult to practice 

without a full compliment of individuals.  We do have a couple of people who will sub for us if  
 necessary. 
 
2. Prior musical experience—it’s helpful to know how to count musically, recognize note values, and 

have had previous music experience either in a choir or instrumental setting. You don’t have to be 
a professional but basic experience is necessary. If you can plunk out a song on the piano but only 
with one hand, give bells a try. You’ll be surprised what you already know! 

 
3. Age—We currently restrict the age to high school and up. If there is enough interest in the younger 

ages, we would love to talk to you about starting another group. 
 
4. Love of praising God—we don’t play this music for ourselves although we do call our rehearsals 

“Monday night therapy.” We play our music to the glory of God. We try to remember him in  
 choosing music, rehearsing, and performing our pieces.   
 
I hope this message will reach someone who is looking for a way to serve God and use the talents he 
has supplied. Please contact Leah, Marcia Bruggink, or myself with any questions you may have  
regarding the ringer or director positions. We need your help to keep the “ding-a-lings” ringing!!! 
 

 

 
 
'The days are coming,' declares the LORD, 'when I will fulfill the gracious promise I made to the house of Israel and to the house of 
Judah. "  
'In those days and at that time I will make a righteous Branch sprout from David's line; he will do what is just and right in the land.  
In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. This is the name by which it will be called:  
The LORD Our Righteousness.' 
 
Jeremiah 33:14-16 (New International Version) 
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The Bulletin Board 

 CEDAR CHIPS EMAIL REMINDER 
 

If you would like a reminder when the Cedar Chips is available online, please contact the Church  
Office (396-6608) and ask to have your email address added to the church-wide distribution list. 

  
CHRISTMAS ROOM FOR AID TO WOMEN 
Each year the Women's Ministry collects new, un-
wrapped gifts for the Christmas Room at Aid to 
Women for children from infants to teen-
agers.  The clients at Aid to Women select a gift 
and wrap it with paper supplied for them.    De-
cember 6th is the last day they can be brought to 
church and placed on the table in the Gathering 
Space.  If you still wish to help with this ministry 
you can take your gifts to Linda Drzycimski or take 
them to Aid to Women.  Gift cards are a great gift 
for the older children so they can purchase items 
they need or have on their "wish list".   December 
15th is the deadline.  THANK YOU for making 
Christmas merrier for the children of these cli-
ents.  If you have any questions let me know. 
Sally Donnan 

Installation services 
Sunday, January 3 

8:30 and 11:00 
 

We celebrate leadership 
as we ordain and install  

Elder's and 
Deacons at both  
worship services. 

 
We welcome Beth Brockette and 

John Drzycimski as elders 
and Alan Lovell and Jonna 
Tellinghuisen as deacons. 

 
 

 

  

Get into the Christmas spirit by attending this year's 
cantata entitled "Will You Receive the Gift?” 

The performance is Saturday evening,  
December 12 at 7:00 PM   

Come enjoy an evening of music  
and drama as we celebrate  

God's gift to mankind.   
Refreshments will be served after the performance.   


